Report To:

Manitoulin-Sudbury DSB Board

From:

Donna Moroso, Director of Integrated Social Services

Date:

November 22, 2012

Re:

Net Reduction in Annualized Provincial Funding - Issue Report

Recommendations:
That the Manitoulin-Sudbury DSB calls upon the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing (MMAH) and the Ministry of Community and Social Services to continue to
work with Association of Municipalities (AMO) to re-evaluate the various funding
allocations.

Purpose:
To provide a summary of the significant impact of the net reduction in annualized
funding for the Manitoulin-Sudbury DSB in a variety of programs that we offer to low
income families in our communities to prevent hardship and homelessness.

Background:
The Community Start-Up and Maintenance Benefit (CSUMB) is a mandatory social
assistance benefit that provides funding to assist in preventing eviction, in establishing a
new residence or in the discontinuation of utilities. This benefit will be removed from the
Social Assistance system effective January 1, 2013.
The Discretionary Home Repairs is a discretionary benefit available to Ontario Works
and Ontario Support Disability Program recipients to assist them with home repairs,
such as the repair of a furnace, sewage system or water system. This benefit will be
removed from the Social Assistance system effective January 1, 2013.
The Residential Rehabilitation Assistance Program (RRAP) was a program that offered
financial assistance to low-income home owners for mandatory home repairs that would
preserve the quality of affordable housing. This program helped people who live in
substandard dwellings and those who couldn’t afford to pay for necessary repairs to
their home. This program has been cancelled and rolled into the Investment in
Affordable Housing program with significantly less funding.

The Affordable Housing Northern Repair Program now called the Investment in
Affordable Housing program is a program that supports the development of new rental
housing stock, provides assistance to rental households to purchase affordable homes
and provides monies to assist low to moderate income homeowners with repairs to their
existing residences.
The Consolidated Homelessness Prevention Program provides financial security to low
income families to support them in emergency situations, such as becoming homeless.
This program has been consolidated into one funding envelope called the Community
Homelessness Prevention Initiative (CHPI) with significantly less funding.
The Emergency Energy Fund assists low-income families with one-time energy
emergency funds who are facing energy-related emergencies. This program has been
consolidated into one funding envelope called the Community Homelessness
Prevention Initiative (CHPI) with significantly less funding.
The Rent Bank Fund provides immediate assistance to low-income households that,
due to an emergency or unforeseen circumstance, are in short-term arrears and are
facing eviction. This program has been consolidated into one funding envelope called
the Community Homelessness Prevention Initiative (CHPI) with significantly less
funding.
In February 2011 the Ministry of Community & Social Services introduced a Revised
Ontario Works Funding Approach. This change in funding Ontario Works delivery
agents affected the provincial funding provided for Cost of Administration, Employment
programs and the 100% Provincial Initiative Funding.

Analysis & Discussion:
Program Name
Community Start-Up and Maintenance Benefit
Discretionary Benefit Home Repairs
CMHC Residential Rehabilitation Assistance Program
Affordable Housing Northern Repair Program
Consolidated Homelessness Prevention Program
Emergency Energy Fund
Domiciliary Hostel Program
Emergency Hostel Services
Provincial Rent Bank
Ontario Works Employment Funding
Ontario Works 100% Initiative Funding (CVP/ ERO)

Total Reduction in annualized funding

Funding
Ministry
MCSS
MCSS
MMAH
MMAH
MCSS
MCSS
MCSS
MCSS
MMAH
MCSS
MCSS

Annualized
Amount
($262,490)
($6,996)
($386,500)
($639,250)
($68,372)
($7,930)
$0
$0
($13,967)
($140,097)
($58,567)

($1,584,169)
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New Funding
Community Homelessness Prevention Initiative
Investment in Affordable Housing Program
Ontario Works Cost of Admin

Net reduction in Provincial funding

MMAH
MMAH
MCSS

$185,214
$253,794
$44,013

($1,101,142)

With the removal of many of these fundamental programs, the Ministry of Community
Social Services and the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing are putting low
income residents and families on social assistance at risk of being homeless and/or
creating hardship due to these significant funding cuts. The burden both in societal and
monetary costs will fall on the shoulders of the municipalities who cannot afford it.
The Manitoulin-Sudbury DSB is seeing a total net reduction of $1,101,148 in annualized
funding due to the decisions that the Provincial government has made to date.

Conclusion:
As stated in a previous issue report, it remains unclear as to how we will be able to fill
the gaps created by the discontinuation of these programs. There are serious
implications to these decisions that will further expose our residents to the risk of being
homeless or to hardship due to these significant funding cuts. We are already struggling
with reduced budgets and are concerned with the ability to meet local needs.
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