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MEMORANDUM TO: Directors of Education
FROM: Jim Grieve

Assistant Deputy Minister

DATE: May 5, 2010
SUBJECT: Legislative Changes Under Bill 242

The information in this memorandum is provided to assist boards in planning.
The new early learning legislation will not come into force until a date to be
named by proclamation. As well, regulations, policies and/or guidelines to
support many of the measures in the legislation will be required.

| am writing to inform you that Bill 242, “The Full Day Early Learning Statute Law
Amendment Act, 2010”, was passed in the Legislature on April 27, 2010. Once in force,
this legislation will establish the legal framework governing the long-term
implementation of the government's full-day learning initiative.

Specifically, it:
e Requires boards to deliver full day JK/K programs,

e Requires that there be a teacher and early childhood educator (ECE) team in
JK/K classrooms,

e Requires boards to deliver extended day programs for four- and five-year olds
on instructional days, and

¢ Provides the government with authority to enter into agreements with
municipalities, or other persons or entities, to administer subsidies related to the
extended day program.
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The purpose of this memo is to provide school boards with information about the new
legislation and to provide further information regarding:

e Third-party delivery of extended-day programs

¢ Kindergarten early learning programs

¢ Roles and responsibilities of teachers and ECEs

¢ Extended-day programs

e Special needs/special education needs in extended day programs

e Extended day fees

e Subsidies for extended day program fees and childcare stabilization
e Ministry responsibility for child care

e Otheritems

| would like to take this time to thank the many stakeholders who contributed to the
development of Bill 242. As a result of the many consultations that were held, and the
motions presented to Standing Committee, Bill 242 is a stronger piece of legislation.

Areas addressed by the legislation that will require regulation or are expected to be
elaborated upon by regulation include: i) determining extended day fees, ii) determining
viability of extended-day programs, iii) establishing a transition period and the required
conditions associated with the delivery of third party services to four- and five-year olds,
in lieu of a board-delivered extended day program, iv) establishing conditions when an
ECE may not be required in a JK or K class (such as class size) and v) identifying
conditions around letters of permission related to filling designated early childhood
educator positions by persons who are not ECEs. To ensure that boards will have
enough time to plan for the year ahead, the Minister intends to seek approval of these
regulations in the coming weeks.

A. Third-party delivery

At full implementation, full day early learning will be a seamless and integrated program
delivered by school boards. With school boards directly operating extended day
programs for four- and five-year olds, current relationships with third-party providers
serving that age group will need to change.

At the Standing Committee consideration of Bill 242, stakeholders put forward many
issues related to third-party services for children ages four and five and six to 12. Many
of these issues were taken into account and addressed in legislative debate and
committee motions.
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